GLOSSARY OF CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM TERMS

(in Texas)
ACCUCLAIM EDIT CHECK.  A federally required system of validating meal counts in the free and reduced-price eligible category on a daily basis.  The number of meals served to students eligible for free and reduced-price meals are divided by the number of students actually eligible to receive meals in those categories.  The resulting percentage of participation is compared with the school district’s Estimated Percentage of Attendance (EPA) and validated by student attendance records on days in which participation is unusually high.

ALLOCATION.  The amount of a given commodity food a school district will receive once purchased by the U. S. Department of Agriculture and delivered to the state.

APPLICATION/AGREEMENT.  The contract the school district signs with the state agency to receive federal Child Nutrition Program funds.

ASSISTED NUTRIENT STANDARD MENU PLANNING (ANSMP). One of four menu planning options.  Meals are planned with at least one entrée, one side dish, and one fluid milk for lunch and two items and one fluid milk for breakfast.  School districts using this menu planning system contract the analysis of their school meals for compliance with nutritional standards.  The contractor must use a software approved by the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for this purpose.

ATTACHMENT A.  The portion of the Policy Statement that identifies the school district’s Determining Official, Verifying Official, and Hearing Official.

ATTACHMENT B.  The portion of the Policy Statement that outlines the method of meal counting and claiming used at each school in the school district.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.  The school district’s board-approved representative authorized to sign applicable program documents and accept responsibility for administration of program regulations within the school district.

AVERAGE DAILY PARTICIPATION (ADP).  The number equal to the number of meals served divided by the number of serving days in the month.  

BONUS COMMODITIES.  Commodity foods available through the Food Distribution Program that are not billed to the school district’s PAL entitlement.

CATEGORICALLY ELIGIBLE.  Students who are eligible for free meals based on the household’s receipt of Food Stamps or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), or their household’s income-eligibility AND enrollment in the local Head Start program.  Migrant education students are now also considered categorically eligible for meal benefits.
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY/REQUEST FOR CNPIMS ACCESS.  The form used to identify the school district’s Authorized Representative to the state agency.  The state agency responds by assigning the Authorized Representative a login and password into the CNPIMS.

CHILD NUTRITION (CN) LABEL.  A label approved by the federal government for certain processed meat items and fruit items.  The label guarantees a specific contribution toward the Traditional and Enhanced Food-Based Menu Planning meal pattern requirements when the product is served according to the label’s instructions.

CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS.  A collection of feeding programs, including the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), School Breakfast Program (SBP), After-School Snack Program, Child and Adult Care Feeding Program (CACFP), and the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).

CNPIMS.  An online computer system used to file the school district’s Child Nutrition Program Application/Agreement, School Schedule A, Severe Need Breakfast Reimbursement Application, and monthly reimbursement claim in the State of Texas.  Only the school district’s approved Authorized Representative is assigned a login and password into the CNPIMS.

COMMODITY PROCESSING.  The option of using raw foods available through the Food Distribution Program and diverting them direct from the USDA to a processing plant or backhauling them from the school district’s warehouse to a processing plant.

COORDINATED REVIEW EFFORT (CRE).  The audit process for the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs used by state and federal officials.
DAILY RECORD OF MEALS SERVED.  A daily record of meals served to all students in each eligibility category and meals served to adults.  A la carte sales may also be recorded on the daily record.

DETERMINING/REVIEWING OFFICIAL.  The school official assigned to review and approve applications for free and reduced-price meals.

DIRECT CERTIFICATION.  A process by which students are identified as eligible for free meals using a combination of information from the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) and the Food Stamp Program.  Students who are directly certified are not required to complete an application for free or reduced-priced meals if they enroll in the school district within thirty (30) calendar days.  Direct certification eligibility is non-transferable from school district to school district.

END PRODUCT DATA SCHEDULE (EPDS).  The recipe for specific processed products requested through commodity processing.

ENHANCED FOOD-BASED MENU PLANNING.  One of four menu planning options.  Meals are planned with a minimum of four food components for breakfast and five food components for lunch.  Additional quantities of fruit/vegetables and grain/breads are required under this menu planning option.

ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE (EPA).  The percentage equal to the Average Daily Attendance (ADA) divided by total enrollment.

FEE-FOR-SERVICE.  The fee charged by food processors for processing raw commodity foods into specific processed food products.

FOCUSED SAMPLING.  A method of selecting households for verification in which the school district counts all of the applications on file as of October 1st of each school year, separates the applications by those categorically eligible and income eligible and verifies a selected percentage of those on file in each group.  Applications are randomly selected from those on file until the entire sample is selected.

FOOD BUYING GUIDE FOR CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS (FBG).  The guide used for determining the yield of specific food items in designated portion sizes.  Information from the guide validates the accuracy of production records and product analysis sheets.

FOOD COMPONENTS.  Categories of foods served in the Traditional and Enhanced Food-Based Menu Planning systems.  These categories include meat/meat alternate, grains/breads, fruits/vegetables, and fluid milk.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM.  The federal program responsible for providing government commodities for use in schools.  If a school district contracts with the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), they are required to also apply for participation in the Food Distribution Program.

FORM 506.  The form used annually to request commodity foods for the upcoming school year.

FREE MEALS.  Meals served to students who reside in households where the household income is not greater than 130% of the federal poverty level.  Students in this eligibility category may be eligible through direct certification or application approval.  The student may be categorically eligible or income eligible based on the application for meal benefits.

FULL-PRICE MEALS.  Meals served to students who reside in households where the household income is greater than 185% of the federal poverty level.  All students enrolled in the school district are eligible to receive meals in this eligibility category without additional application.

GRAIN/BREAD RULE.  The rule that establishes portion sizes for a variety of grain/bread food items that may contribute to the meal pattern requirements in Traditional or Enhanced Food-Based Menu Planning systems.

GROUP A COMMODITIES.  Meats, fruits, and vegetables available through the Food Distribution Program.

GROUP B COMMODITIES.  Cheese, grains, and oils available through the Food Distribution Program.

HEARING OFFICIAL.  The school official designated to hear disputes regarding eligibility determinations.

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES.  The federal guidelines used to establish eligibility for meals in all categories.  The chart includes those values equal to 130% and 185% of the federal poverty level on an annual, monthly, and weekly basis.

INCOME ELIGIBLE.  Students who are eligible for free or reduced-priced meals based on the household’s income below 130% or 185% of the federal poverty level.

LETTER OF ADVERSE ACTION.  The letter sent to households when the children in the household are no longer eligible to receive free or reduced-price meals.  Students are eligible for free and reduced-price meals based on the preceding school year’s eligibility for thirty (30) operating days into the new school year.  A letter of adverse action is not necessary when a household has not reapplied for meal benefits in the new school year and their thirty (30)-day eligibility period has expired.

LETTER OF ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION.  The letter sent to households telling them if their application has been approved, and at what level, or denied.

LETTER TO HOUSEHOLDS.  The cover letter to the application for meal benefits.

LETTER OF PREDETERMINED ELIGIBILITY.  The letter sent to households with children whose names are on the Direct Certification list.

LETTER OF SELECTION FOR VERIFICATION.  The letter sent to households who have been selected for verification.  This letter is sent along with a list of acceptable documentation that may be submitted to the school and a form for reporting social security numbers for all adult household members if the household does not receive Food Stamps or TANF benefits.

MEAL PATTERN REQUIREMENTS.  The requirements for each specific menu planning system in order for meals to be reimbursed by the USDA. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM (NSLP).  The federal program that reimburses school districts with cash payments for lunches served to enrolled students.

NUTRIENT STANDARD MENU PLANNING (NSMP).  One of four menu planning options.  Meals are planned with at least one entrée, one side dish, and one fluid milk for lunch and two items and one fluid milk for breakfast.  School districts using this menu planning system must analyze their school meals for compliance with nutritional standards on a weekly basis using software approved by the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for this purpose.

PAL COMMODITIES.  Commodity foods available through the Food Distribution Program that are billed to the school district’s PAL entitlement.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT.  A required component of the Child Nutrition Programs in which parents are notified of school lunch and breakfast activities, including the menu being offered.

PERPETUAL INVENTORY.  An inventory method in which items brought into inventory are recorded as deposits and items used in inventory are recorded as expenditures.

PHYSICAL INVENTORY.  An inventory method in which items in inventory are counted on a periodic basis.

PLANNED ASSISTANCE LEVEL (PAL).  The dollar value of commodities a school district is entitled to receive during any given school year.  It is based on the number of lunches served in the second preceding school year multiplied by the commodity rate, currently $.15.

PRODUCT ANALYSIS SHEET.  A document issued by a food processor to verify the chemical and/or nutritional profile of an individual processed product.  Product analysis sheets signed by a company official can be used in lieu of a Child Nutrition (CN) label if the label can be validated with information from the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs (FBG).

POLICY STATEMENT FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICED MEALS.  The school district’s written methods for complying with Child Nutrition Program requirements regarding student eligibility and meal counting and claiming.  The Policy Statement is approved and filed with the state agency.

PRODUCTION RECORDS. Records that document the foods prepared and served to students, including the portion size offered.

PUBLIC RELEASE.  The public notice regarding the school district’s participation in the Child Nutrition Program and the process for applying for meal benefits.

RANDOM SAMPLING.  A method of selecting households for verification in which the school district counts all of the applications on file as of October 31st of each school year, multiplies by 3%, and rounds upwards.  Applications are randomly selected from those on file until the entire sample is selected.

REDUCED-PRICE MEALS.  Meals served to students who reside in households where the household income is not greater than 185% of the federal poverty level.  Students in this eligibility category must complete an application for meals and be approved for meal benefits by the school district’s determining official.

REIMBURSABLE MEALS.  Meals that meet meal pattern requirements and are served in accordance with program policy and guidance.  Federal cash payments are available to subsidize the cost of these meals to students.

REIMBURSEMENT CLAIM.  The request for payment submitted each month to the state agency by the school district.  The reimbursement claim identifies the number of students served lunches and breakfasts in each eligibility category, i.e. free, reduced-price, and full-price.

SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAM (SBP).  The federal program that reimburses school districts with cash payments for breakfasts served to enrolled students.

SCHOOL MEALS INITIATIVE (SMI).  The review process for determining a school’s compliance with nutritional guidance for school meals.

SCHOOL SCHEDULE A.  A part of the application/agreement contract in which all schools in the school district are listed and identified as participating or non-participating schools in the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, and After-School Snack Program.  The estimated enrollment and number of students eligible for free and reduced-price meals are reported on the School Schedule A also.

SEVERE NEED BREAKFAST APPLICATION.  A supplement to the application/agreement in which schools who fed 40% of more of their lunches in the second preceding school year may claim an additional reimbursement for breakfasts served to students eligible for free and reduced-price meals.

SEVERE NEED BREAKFAST REIMBURSEMENT.  A supplemental reimbursement paid to the school district for breakfasts served to students eligible for free and reduced-price meals in approved schools.  These funds are only available if the school district applies to receive them each year.

SUPPLEMENTAL LUNCH REIMBURSEMENT.  A supplemental reimbursement paid to the school district for all lunches served to students when 60% of more of the lunches in the second preceding school year are served to students eligible for free or reduced-price meals.  Reimbursement is calculated automatically and added to the school districts payment without additional application required.

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF).  The state’s welfare program.  Families who receive TANF are automatically eligible for free lunches and breakfasts, but must make application to receive those benefits.

TRADITIONAL FOOD-BASED MENU PLANNING.  One of four menu planning options.  Meals are planned with a minimum of four food components for breakfast and five food components for lunch. 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.  The federal agency responsible for the administration and regulation of the Child Nutrition Programs.

VERIFICATION.  The process of selecting households for verification of eligibility for meal benefits.  Households are selected through random sampling or focused sampling and notified to bring required documents to the school district to verify their eligibility for meal benefits.

VERIFICATION DEADLINE.  The deadline for collecting information from households selected for verification of eligibility.  The current federal verification deadline is November 15th of each year.  All letters for households confirming continued eligibility or revoked eligibility must be mailed by this date.

VERIFYING OFFICIAL.  The school official assigned to the verification process. 

